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VERIHED STATEMENT (DECLARATION) CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY 
STATUS (37 CFR S 1,9m ANP S l,27rb^^ - INDEPENDENT INVENTOR 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent inventor as 
defined in 37 CFR § 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under 35 USC §22 1(a) 
10 the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the invention enuiled JOINT 
ARRANGEMENT described in: 

[X] The specification filed herewith 

[ ] U.S. Application Serial No. , filed 

[ 1 U.S. Patent No. , issued 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed, and am under no obligation under 
contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any 
person who could not be classified as an independent inventor under 37 CFR § 1 .9(c) if 
that person had made the invention, or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 
business concern under 37 CFR § 1.9(d) or a non-profit organization under 37 CFR 
§ L9(e). 

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed or 
licensed, or am under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or 
license, any rights in the invention is listed below: 

( ] No such person, concern or organization 

[X] persons, concerns or organizations listed below* 

FULL NAME VARIFORM OY 

ADDRESS Matalasahnenkuia L FIN--001S0. Helsinki, FINLAND ~ 
[ J Individual [K] Small Business [ ] Non-Profii 

*NOTE: Separate Verified Statements are required from each named person, concern or 
organization having rights to the invention averring to their status as small entities (37 
CFR § 1.27). 

I acknowledge the duiy to file, in this application or patent, notification of any change ir*, 
srams resulting in loss of entitlement to small entii>' stams prior lo paying, or at the lime 
of payii^, the earliest of the Issue Fee or any maintenance fee due after the dace on 
which status as a smaU entity is no longer appropriate (37 CFR § L28(b)). 
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1 hereby declare that all statemenis njade.herein of my own knowledge are uue and that 
all staiemenis made on informaiioh 4nd belief are believed lo be true; and furxher, thai 
these staiements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both» under 18 USC § 1001, and thai 
such willfiil false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent 
issuing thereon, or any patent to which this Verified Statement is directed. 
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Applicant/Patemee: Jarkko Valianen 

Serial/Patent No. : U.S. Appl. of PCT/PI98/00307 Atty . Dki. No. 1625/00023 

Filed on/Issued on: Concurrently Herewith 

For: JOINT ARRANGEMENT 

VERIFIED STATEMENT a)ECLARATIQN) CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY 
STATUS (yj CFR S 1.9ff> AND S 1.27fb^> - SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN 

I hereby declare that I am; 

[ ) The owner of the small business concern identified below: 
[X] An official of the small business concern empowered to act on behalf of die 
concern identified below: 

NAME OF CONCERN VARIFORM OY 

ADDRESS OF CONCERN Matalasalmenkuia L FIN-00150. Helsinki. FINLAND 

I hereby declare that the above-identified small business concern qualifies as a small 
business concern as defined in 13 CFR § 121 .8-18, and reproduced in 37 CFR § 1 .9(d), 
for purposes of paying reduced fees under 35 USC § 41(a) and (b), in thai the number 
of employees of the concern, including those of its affiliates, does not exceed 500 
persons. For purposes of this statement: (1) the number of employees of the business 
concern is the average over the previous fiscal year of the concern of the persons 
employed on a full-time, pan-time or temporary basis during each of the pay periods of 
the fiscal year, and (2) concerns are affiliates of each other when either, directly or 
indirectly, one concern controls or has the power to control the other, or a third party or 
parties controls or has the power to control both. 

I hereby declare that the rights under contract or law have been conveyed to and remain 
with the small business concern identified above with regard to the invention entitled 
JOINT ARRANGEMENT by inventor(s) Jarkko Valtanen described in: 

[X] The specification filed herewith 

[ ) U.S. Application Serial No. , filed 

[ i U.S. Patent No. , issued 

If the rights held by the above-identified small business concern are not exclusive, each 
individual, concern or organization having rights to the invention is listed below* and no 
rights to the invention are held by any person, other than the inventor, ivho could not 
qualify as an independent inventor under 37 CFR § 1.9(c). if that person made the 
invention, or by any concern which would not qualify as a small business concern under 
37 CFR § 1.9(d) or a non-profit organization under 37 CFR § 1.9(e). 
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*NOTE; Separate Verified Siaieraents are required from each named person, concern or 
organizaiion having righrs lo ihe invention averring to their status as small entities (37 
CFR § 1.27). ^ 



I acknowledge the dut>' lo fde, in this application or patent, notification of any change in 
siaras resulting in loss of emitlemem to small entity status prior to paying, or at the lime 
of paying, the earliest of the Issue Fee or any mainrenance fee due after the date on 
which status as a small entity is no longer appropriate (37 CFR § 1. 28(b)). 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and tlie like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under IS USC § 1 001. and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent 
issuing thereon, or any patent to which this Verified Statement is directed. ' 

NAME OF PERSON SIG.NONG -^arkko Valtanen 

TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING Managing director 

ADDRESS OF PERSON SIGNING Auroranka.u To i QOTPO Helsinki, FinTAnri 
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Joint arrangement^ 

The invention relates to a joint arrangement for a 
surface structure, such as a protecting plate, element 
5 or a like, which surface structure is meant particu- 

larly for covering of ground together with one or 
several other surface structures for temporary protec- 
ting, coating and/or like of the ground. In connection 
with each surface structure there has been arranged at 

10 least a joint arrangement for removable attachment of 

one or several adjacent surface structures to the same 
and a thermal insulation, that comprises at least one, 
essentially plastic based, such as cellular, expanded, 
foamed plastic structured or a like thermal insulation 

15 layer. The joint arrangement comprises a joint piece, 

that is to be coupled by means of a locking assembly, 
for coupling of the adjacent surface structures with 
each other essentially by corners of the same, which 
joint piece comprises known as such a right-angled, 

2 0 such as a square shaped frame part, whereby the 

locking assembly is arranged by projections placed at 
the corners of the frame part and preferably by 
recesses of the same shape, that are placed underside 
the surface structure. To the bottom surface of the 

25 surface structure there has been arranged preferably 

an integral support arrangement, that comprises a 
platform structure projecting from the basic wall 
thickness of the surface structure, such as the 
thermal insulation layer. 

30 

For the purpose above, particularly for covering a 
field of grass or e.g. of ice, it is previously known 
to use most heterogeneous arrangements. For example 
covering elements being sold nowadays by the name 
35 TERRAPLAS represent particularly more developed 

solutions, that are made of plastics by injection 
moulding. To minimize mass of the covering element in 
question, it has been produced as a perforated 
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structure in a way, that not any actual thermal 
insulation effect may be achieved by the type of 
covering element. Correspondingly the support arrange- 
ments to support the covering elements against the 
5 ground must furthermore be attached to the covering 

elements by means of totally separate auxiliary 
devices and work stages. In addition to this locking 
arrangements connecting the covering elements to each 
other must be attached separately as well, so that a 
10 uniform and seamless covering may be achieved by the 

type of covering elements. The "perforated" structure 
of the type of covering element above does not either 
enable exploitation of a so called green house pheno- 
men particularly in connection with a grass field. 

15 

The perforated structure of the covering element in 
question is naturally advantageous with a view to the 
breathing of the ground, but the perforation causes in 
addition to a "rough" appearance and to those thermal 
2 0 insulation problems being described above such disad- 

vantage as well, that garbage may get collected 
between the covering and the ground, which naturally 
eliminates good points of the covering element in 
question in this respect. 

25 

On the other hand it is previously known to use e.g. 
styrox particularly for covering of ice fields, that 
has been surrounded by both sides of the same by 
plywood plate. This type of solution is naturally not 

30 applicable as such to be installed particularly on a 

grass field, in case not totally separate foot struc- 
tures are being used to raise the covering structure 
apart from the ground. On the other hand when being 
used in connection with an ice field, such problem of 

35 this type of solution has been found, that the plywood 

plates tend to freeze to the ice, that is why loo- 
sening of the same is laborious. In addition to that 
the type of constructions are very heavy, that is why 
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storing as well as use of the same for actual coating 
is disproportionately difficult. 



On the other hand Finnish Patent Application No. 
5 964199 discloses a protective structure, the thermal 

insulation of which comprises advantageously a plastic 
based, such as cellular, expanded, foamed plastic 
structured and/or a like thermal insulation layer, to 
the bottom surface of which there has been arranged an 
10 integral support arrangement, that comprises a plat- 

form structure projecting from the basic wall thick- 
ness of the thermal insulation layer particularly in 
order to achieve an air space between the protective 
structure and the ground under the same. 

15 

The solution in question is very advantageous in 
practice, which is due to the fact, that the thermal 
insulation placed between the ground and the protecti- 
ve structure gets more efficient thanks to the air 

2 0 space between the protective structure and the ground. 

In this case the feet, that are arranged as an integ- 
ral platform structure directly to the bottom surface 
of the thermal insulation layer, prevent first of all 
so called burning of the grass that is left under the 
25 protective structure. In the application in question 

there has been shown furthermore an advantageous 
embodiment for coupling of the protective structures 
with each other by means of joint arrangements, that 
are arranged to the protective structures in an 

3 0 integral manner during manufacturing of the same and 

that operate e.g. by quick-locking principle. During 
tests in practice it has been found justified to 
improve particularly the j oint arrangement coupling 
the protective structures with each other in such 
3 5 respect, that the protective structures could be on 

the other hand assembled as easily as possible but 
however locked in connection with each other reliably 
and seamlessly. 
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E.g. application document DE 2 7 17 625 discloses a 
covering assembly, that is applicable for temporary 
covering of ground in principle, wherein three or four 
covering elements being placed on the ground are being 
5 attached by means of a joint piece coupling the 

covering elements together by the corners of the same 
and that has holding rings of suitable shape for 
arrowlike locking pins, that are placed at the corners 
of the covering elements. The joint pieces being used 

10 in this solutions are placed, however, essentially 

underneath the actual covering elements, that is why 
they must be sunk into the ground, that is why they 
are not applicable as such to be used in connection 
with the type of thin surface structures as being 

15 discussed in this connection. On the other hand 

application document DE 25 58 967 discloses a base 
structure arrangement, that is to be put together e.g. 
by stone based elements, in which e.g. four bottom 
plates are being attached by corners of the same by 

2 0 means of a square shaped joint piece. At corners of 

the same there are pins, that may be attached to 
corresponding holes being placed at the corners of the 
bottom plate. This solution is not either applicable 
to be used for the type of use of the invention in 
25 question, because the bottom plates get supported by 

the corners of the same on the joint pieces. That is 
why with the type of solution as such, an entirety 
operating satisfactorily enough may not be achieved in 
connection with thin plastic structured covering 

3 0 elements being included to the invention in question. 

Furthermore application document DE 44 14 341 disclo- 
ses separate joint arrangements to be used for connec- 
ting of concrete plates, that are intended for the 
corresponding purpose as the above application docu- 
3 5 ment . This solution is not as described above either 

applicable to be used for the type of use of the 
invention in question, whereby an adequately func- 
tioning entirety may not be achieved either, particu- 



5 

larly when being used in connection with thin plastic 
structured covering elements. 



It is the aim of the joint arrangement according to 
5 this invention to achieve a decisive improvement for 

this purpose in other words particularly for making 
the installation of a removable covering structure 
more efficient and for securing staying together of 
the same and thus to raise substantially the level of 

10 prior art. To achieve this aim the joint arrangement 

according to the invention is primarily characterized 
in, that the frame part of the joint piece, that has 
an open center, such as a framework- like structure is 
arranged to pass the recesses existing in the platform 

15 structure, whereby the height of the recesses is 

arranged to correspond essentially at least to the 
thickness of the frame part. 

As the most important advantages of the joint arrange - 

2 0 ment according to the invention may be mentioned easy 

installation of the surface structures enabled by a 
joint piece belonging to the same as well as simplici- 
ty and technical workability of the construction and 
manufacturing of the same as well. The invention 
25 enables first of all a very smooth covering, which is 

applicable for most heterogeneous purposes , that is 
carried out by joint pieces, that remain out of sight 
under the corners of the surface structures during the 
installation phase, whereby the surface structures to 

3 0 be coupled with each other may be connected to each 

other very quickly to form a surface structure, that 
is adequately smooth and seamless. As an advantageous 
embodiment the joint piece has a square shaped frame- 
work, by means of which e.g. four surface structures 
3 5 may be connected with each other by means of one joint 

piece operating by quick-locking principle, e.g. by 
cooperation of locking recesses, that are placed at 
the corners of the same, and projections, that are 
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placed at the corners of the joint piece. As an 
advantageous embodiment the frame part of the joint 
piece is arranged furthermore to pass the recesses of 
the platform structure in a way, that the total 
thickness of the surface structure is not increased 
therefor. Furthermore, when male couplers, that are 
placed advantageously at opposite edges of each 
surface structure, and female couplers, that are 
placed correspondingly at opposite edges, are being 
used and that are being placed furthermore at the 
bottom edges of the outer edges of the surface struc- 
tures, the covering structure may be coupled in an 
extremely simple way by continuously "dropping" the 
following surface structure to be installed from above 
15 to its place and by connecting the same to the already 

installed surface structures by means of joint pieces 
by corners of the same. 

Advantageous embodiment of the joint arrangement 
2 0 according to the invention are represented in the 

dependent claims related to the same. 

In the following description, the invention is illu- 
strated in greater detail with reference to the 
2 5 appended drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 shows one advantageous surface structure 
related to the joint arrangement according to 
the invention, 

30 

Figs 2a - 2c 

show furthermore the surface structure being 
shown in fig. 1 as a detail seen from above 
(2a) , and some advantageous coupling means 
35 arrangements as partial side-views for the 

part of female couplers (2b) and male coup- 
lers (2c) , and 
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Figs 3a and 3b 

show an advantageous joint piece belonging to 
the joint arrangement according to the inven- 
tion as a side-view and seen from above. 

5 

The invention relates to a joint arrangement for a 
surface structure, such as a protecting plate, element 
or a like, which surface structure is meant particu- 
larly for covering of ground together with one or 

10 several other surface structures for temporary protec- 

ting, coating and/or like of the ground. In connection 
with each surface structure there has been arranged at 
least a joint arrangement for removable attachment of 
one or several adjacent surface structures to the same 

15 and thermal insulation 1, that comprises at least one, 

essentially plastic based, such as cellular, expanded, 
foamed plastic structured or a like thermal insulation 
layer 1'. The joint arrangement comprises a joint 
piece X, that is to be coupled by means of a locking 

20 assembly y, for coupling of the adjacent surface 

structures with each other essentially by corners of 
the same, which joint piece x comprises known as such 
a right-angled, such as a square shaped frame part, 
whereby the locking assembly y is arranged by projec- 

2 5 tions yl placed at the corners of the frame part and 

preferably by recesses y2 of the same shape, that are 
placed underside the surface structure. To the bottom 
surface of the surface structure there has been 
arranged preferably an integral support arrangement 

30 la, that comprises a platform structure projecting 

from the basic wall thickness s of the surface struc- 
ture, such as the thermal insulation layer 1'. The 
frame part xl of the joint piece x, that has an open 
center, such as a framework- like structure is arranged 

35 to pass the recesses la' existing in the platform 

structure la, whereby the height of the recesses is 
arranged to correspond essentially at least to the 
thickness h of the frame part xl . 
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With reference particularly to figs 1 and 2, at each 
corner of the surface structure there has been arran- 
ged two recesses y2 one after the other at each side. 
This enables first of all that, that with only one 
joint piece x e.g. as shown in figs 3a and 3b it is 
possible to couple four surface structures with each 
other by the corners of the same or e.g. when a 
straight gable edge is being formed only two surface 
structures side by side. 



Furthermore with reference to fig. 2a, the platform 
structure la is arranged by single and square shaped 
platforms la", that are placed advantageously all over 
the bottom surface of the surface structure, whereby 
15 the frame part xl of the joint piece is arranged to 

embed preferably for platforms la" . 

As an advantageous embodiment, the surface structures 
are square shaped, the dimensions of which are e.g. 
20 1500 X 1500 mm, in which case the joint arrangement 

comprises coupling means z, such as male- female 
couplers zl, z2 being placed at the outer edges of the 
surface structure, that are carried out in the soluti- 
on according to the invention advantageously in a way, 

2 5 that both the male and female couplers zl, z2 are 

arranged at opposite outer edges of the surface 
structure as shown in fig. 1. Furthermore as an 
advantageous embodiment with reference particularly to 
figs 2b and 2c, the male couplers zl are arranged by 

3 0 projections being placed at the lower edges of the 

longitudinal pi outer edges of the surface structure 
and correspondingly the female couplers z2 by recesses 
being placed at the lower edges of the crosswise p2 
outer edges. In this way particularly coupling of the 
35 surface structures with each other is enabled in a 

way, that the following surface structure to be 
installed may be attached to the surface structures, 
that are installed already on the ground, after coup- 
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ling of the male coupler zl existing at the outer edge 
of the same by lowering thereafter the outer surface 
being equipped with female coupler z2 essentially 
freely from above to its place and by locking the 
5 corners of the same to the above by means of joint 

pieces x. 

Furthermore as an advantageous embodiment with refe- 
rence to the views shown particularly in figs 2b and 

10 2c, the male and female couplers zl, z2 comprise 

furthermore an auxiliary support/sealing assembly z3, 
that is carried out by such as counterpart surfaces or 
the like being placed at the upper edge of the outer 
surface of the surface structure at an angle a, that 

15 deviates essentially from the vertical direction, 

preferably at an angle of IS"" and being directed to 
opposite direction and/or to the same direction in 
respect to the surface structure. With counterpart 
surfaces being directed to opposite directions it is 

20 first of all possible to achieve an auxiliary locking 

arrangement of a so called snap -joint type, and by 
means of counterpart surfaces being directed to the 
same direction as shown in figs 2b and 2c, the joint 
between the surface structures may get sealed. 

25 

It is obvious , that the invention is not limited to 
the embodiments presented or described above, but it 
can be modified within the basic idea even to a great 
extent. In this connection it is naturally possible to 

3 0 equip the surface structure to be used in connection 

with the joint arrangement more abundantly by exploi- 
ting e.g. separate support arrangements according to 
traditional practice or auxiliary reinforcing plates 
or the like in the surface structures. It is further- 

35 more naturally possible to put up each single surface 

structure e.g. of several frame parts, that are 
connected to each other by suitable fastening arrange- 
ments either during manufacturing or that may be put 
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together during installation in site. In this connec- 
tion the surface structures may be connected by other 
types of joint pieces also, deviating from the type of 
joint piece being shown above, which reach e.g. 
further to the center parts of the surface structure. 
It is furthermore naturally possible to use different 
kinds of coatings, also, for coating of the surface 
structure either by the upper surface or the bottom 
surface of the same. Correspondingly the surface 
structure as such or the thermal insulation layer 
belonging to the same may be made of EPS -material , 
such as expanded polystyrene foam or styrox, XPS- 
material, such as extruded polystyrene foam, EPF- 
material, such as expanded polyprophylene foam or 
extruded polyethylene foam or e.g. extruded PVC- 
structural foam sheet. In a corresponding manner it is 
naturally possible to make the joint piece belonging 
to the joint arrangement of most heterogeneous mate- 
rials, such as of wood, metal , plastics , reinforced 
plastics, ceramics etc. 
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Claims 

1- Joint arrangement for a surface structure, 

such as a protecting plate, element or the like, which 
5 surface structure is meant particularly for covering 

of ground together with one or several other surface 
structures for temporary protecting, coating and/or 
like of the ground, whereby in connection with each 
surface structure there has been arranged at least a 

10 joint arrangement for removable attachment of one or 

several adjacent surface structures to the same and 
thermal insulation (1) , that comprises at least one, 
essentially plastic based, such as cellular, expanded, 
foamed plastic structured or a like thermal insulation 

15 layer (1'), whereby the joint arrangement comprises a 

joint piece (x) , that is to be coupled by means of a 
locking assembly (y) , for coupling of the adjacent 
surface structures with each other essentially by 
corners of the same, which joint piece (x) comprises 

2 0 known as such a right-angled, such as a square shaped 

frame part, whereby the locking assembly (y) is 
arranged by projections (yl) placed at the corners of 
the frame part and preferably by recesses (y2) of the 
same shape, that are placed underside the surface 

2 5 structure, and whereby to the bottom surface of the 

surface structure there has been arranged preferably 
an integral support arrangement (la) , that comprises 
a platform structure projecting from the basic wall 
thickness (s) of the surface structure, such as the 

30 thermal insulation layer (1'), characterized in, that 

the frame part (xl) of the joint piece (x) , that has 
an open center, such as a framework- like structure is 
arranged to pass the recesses (laM existing in the 
platform structure (la) , whereby the height of the 

35 recesses is arranged to correspond essentially at 

least to the thickness (h) of the frame part (xl) . 
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2. Joint arrangement according to claim 1, 
characterized in, that the platform structure (la) is 
arranged by single and square shaped platforms (la"), 
that are placed preferably all over the bottom surface 

5 of the surface structure, whereby the framepart (xl) 

of the joint piece is arranged to embed preferably 
four platforms (la") . 

3. Joint arrangement according to claim 1 or 2, 
10 characterized in, that at each corner of the surface 

structure there has been arranged two recesses (y2 ) 
one after the other at each side, 

4 . Joint arrangement according to any of the 
15 claims 1-3 in an essentially square shaped surface 

structure, whereby the joint arrangement comprises 
coupling means (z) , such as male -female couplers (zl, 
z2) being placed at the outer edges of the surface 
structures, characterized in, that both the male and 
2 0 female couplers (zl, z2) are arranged at opposite 

outer edges of the surface structure. 

5. Joint arrangement according to claim 4, 
characterized in, that the male couplers (zl) are 

2 5 arranged by projections being placed at the lower 

edges of the longitudinal (pi) outer edges of the 
surface structure and correspondingly the female 
couplers (z2 ) by recesses being placed at the lower 
edges of the crosswise (p2) outer edges, 

30 

6. Joint arrangement according to claim 4 or 5 , 
characterized in, that the male and female couplers 
(zl, z2) comprise an auxiliary support /sealing assem- 
bly (z3) , that is carried out by such as counterpart 

35 surfaces or the like being placed at the upper edge of 

the outer surface of the surface structure at an angle 
{a) , that deviates essentially from the vertical 
direction, preferably at an angle of 15°, and being 
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directed to opposite directions and/or to the same 
direction in respect to the surface structure. 



a 

m 
O 

m 

m 
u 

o 

m 
o 



14 

(57) Abstract 



The invention relates to a joint arrangement 
for a surface structure, such as a protecting 
5 plate, element or the like, which surface 

structure is meant particularly for covering 
of ground together with one or several other 
surface structures for temporary protecting, 
coating and/or like of the ground. In connec- 

10 tion with the surface structure there has 

been arranged at least a joint arrangement 
for removable attachment of one or several 
adjacent surface structures to the same and 
the thermal insulation (1) , that comprises at 

15 least one, essentially plastic based, such as 

cellular, expanded, foamed plastic structured 
or a like thermal insulation layer (1'). The 
joint arrangement comprises a joint piece 
(x) , by means of which the surface structures 

2 0 may be coupled with each other essentially by 

corners of the same by means of a locking 
assembly (y) operating advantageously by 
quick-locking principle. 
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